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An Executive Committee of 97, representing each
county in the State, will be appointed later.

This year's Convention was larger than last
year's, and next year's will be larger still. A meet-
ing of farmers' wives with an attractive program,
is to be one of the features, and every husband
who comes will be expected to bring his wife .

along. It is to be hoped too that the magnificent
new Agricultural Building of the College which f

is to crown the hill west of the main building,
will then be near enough completion to enable the
farmers to meet within its walls.

About three-fourth- s of those who atended last
week's meeting seemed to be readersof The Pro-
gressive Farmer, and we were glad to see a large
number of th delegates at our office.

ing and dairy subjects, and the number of excel-

lent papers on these topics that were presented.
Mr. J. S. Jeffrey, the efficient poultryman of the
North Carolina Experiment Station, discussed
"Farm Poultry." Mr. A. L. French, of Rocking-
ham County, well known to Progressive Farmer
readers by his many valuable contributions to our
Live Stock and Dairy Page, talked on "Founda-
tions in the Building of a Beef Herd." Prof.
Kendall will give us later his "Hints on Butter
Making." And, as we have said, Mr. C. C. Moore's
address appears this week- .- Mr. Samuel Archer,
the well-know- n Iredell sheep breeder, had a strong
paper on "Is North Carolina Adapted to Wool
and Mutton?" which also will later appear in our
columns. We regret that we did not hear Dr.
Tait Butler's speech on "Farm Sanitation."

Prof. H. H. Hume, our new State Horticultur-
ist, who has made such a favorable impression on
our people, made one of the best speeches of the
Convention, discussing "Fruit Culture," "Thev
Home Garden," was the subject of a practical dis

THE FARMERS' STATE CONVENTION.

The second annual meeting of the North Caro-
lina Farmers' State Convention held at the A. &
M. College, West Raleigh, last week was an un-

qualified success. The attendance was very much
larger than last year, the addresses were of great
practical value, ..and each session was notable for
the interest and enthusiasm of the delegates.

We published last week the admirable opening
address of President R. W. Scott, delivered Mon-

day night, and we are printing in this number
Mr. C. C. Moore's talk on dairy methods. Other
papers will appear later, among them Prof. J. C.
Kendall's "Hints on Butter Making," Hon. J.
Bryan Grimes's "Agricultural North Carolina,"
Capt. W. L Everett's 'Growing Cotton On a
Large Scale," T. B. Parker's "The Labor Prob-

lem,? and Samuel Archer's discussion, of the
sheep industry.

tt

course by Prof. Massey. Capt. W. L Everett, who
recently discussed a similar subject in The Pro
gressive Farmer, talked on "Cotton Growing On

In his address of welcome,' Commissioner S. L.
Patterson called attention to several important
matters. He urged first that the Legislature

a Large Scale." Entomologist Sherman gave a
lantern lecture on "Insect Pests." , The topics
"Plant Diseases" and "Spraying Fruit Trees"
were handled by Dr. F. L. Stevens in his usual' vought to pass a law providing for the collection

Condition of Cotton 91.6.

The monthly report of the chief of the Bureau
of Statistics of the Department of Agriculture
made public last week shows the average condi-
tion of cotton on July 25th to have been 91.6, as
compared with 88 on June 25, 1904, 79.7 onJuly
25, 1903; 81.9 on July "25, 1902, and a ten year
average of 82.7 a gain of eleven points over 1903
and 8.9 over then year average. .

The j following table shows the condition by
States on July 25 in each of the last two "years"
with the ten year average:

July 25, July 25, Ten Year--

. 1904. , 1903. Average.
Texas 91 ' 82 80
Georgia 91 77 84
Alabama 90 79 84 f

Mississipi ,92 83 83 '
South Carolina 91 76 84
Arkansas 93 76 83 ,

Louisiana ..... 95 84 83 v

North Carolina 93 78 85 ,
Tennessee 92 82, 86.
Indian Territory . . 92 75 -- 88
Oklahoma 95 69 86
Florida 94 85 86
Virginia ..... 90 76 87s
Missouri ... 90 ". 78 87
United States ........ 91.6 79.7 82.7

practical fashion. Col. J. Bryan Grimes made a
taking speech on general farming subjects, and
Dr. C. W. Burkett told of his methods of corn
culture. (And here it may be said that some of
the finest corn on the College farm has never had
any hoe work whatever quite a pointer for those
who complain about the scarcity of labor, but' will
not invest in labor-savin- g- machinery.) The labor

;

4
' A
r U

It seems to me that our Department of Agri-
cultural reporters are making their cotton esti-
mates too high, and this is going to hurt farmers.
Too many reporters want to boom their town-
ship by reporting the crops as the best yet. Let
us avoid this. B., Wilson Co., N. C.

of crop statistics by tax listers, thus insuring
greater accuracy than is possible by any present
system. As to the A. & M. College, he resented
the injustice done by the Legislature in taking
$10,000 annually from the fertilizer tax on farm-

ers for the general running expenses of the insti-

tution, but declared that if this burden were re-

moved, the State Department of Agriculture
would do all in its power to equip and promote
the agricultural branches of the College. Anoth-

er matter discussed by the Commissioner was the
enormous quantity of feed stuffs imported into
North Carolina,, their adulteration, and the im-

minent danger now that the cotton boll weevil
may be brought into our State through the heavy

oat shipments from weevil-infeste- d counties of
Texas.

Prof. D. IL Hill and Governor Aycock also
made happy addresses of welcome, and Dr. H. F.
Freeman responded in behalf of the convention.

.

Perhaps the most helpful single feature of the
convention was the morning walk of two hours-Tues- day

and Wednesday over the College farm.
Here the very best farming methods are applied,

and since "things seen are mightier than things
heard," these object lessons went home to men

who would never have been reached by mere
speech-makin- g. Improved methods of cultiva-

tion, drainage, crop rotation, seed selection, fer-

tilizing, etc., were explained and illustrated,-- and

with such management the farmers did not won-

der that in the last three years, Dr. Burkett has

not only made this 200-acr- e farm pay all expenses

but a net profit of $6,440 in income and equip-

ment.
One of; the gratifying developments of the

meeting was the increased interest in stock rais--

It is learned from the hail insurance agents
that a. number of hail storms this season is far
greater than ever before. They say the loss
by hail in Robeson County alone is over $100,000
and one company will have to pay over $20,000
insurance.

question was discussed by Messrs. I. M. Green
and T. B. Parker. One of the points brought out
by Mr. Parker ought to have attention every time
the labor question is mentioned. This is, the
necessity for discriminating in price between the
good laborer and the sorry laborer. What won-

der that labor is trifling when A who hoes five
rows oi cotton while B is hoeing three gets no
increase in price for his increased efficiency, and
Jones and Smith get the same price a day for cut-

ting wood though Smith's product is 50 per cent
greater than his fellow's?

Wednesday morning A. L. French and C. C.
Moore either one of whom would have made a
good President and the writer, were appointed
as a committee " to nominate officers for the en-

suing year. President Scott declined a re-electi- on,

and while no better leader could be found
than he, we. think he acted wisely in urging the
convention to set-th- e precedent of giving only
one term to each President. Mr. E. L. Daught-ridg- e,

of Edgecombe County, was elected to suc-

ceed Mr. Scott. He is one of the best farmers in
the State, and will make an ideal President. On
recommendation, the office of Vice-Preside- nt was
created, and Mr. J. P. Jerr, of Buncombe' Coun-
ty, elected to fill it. For Secretary no one was
thought of but Dr. Burkett; no one else would
or could make the convention so successful as he.

INDEX TO THIS NUMBER.
s

Cotton Growers' Meeting Last Week 9
County Alliance Meetings ........ 11
Current Events: Editorial Review . . " 8rFarmers' State Convention 1
Money in Dairying, C. C. Moore , 3
Organizing Tobacco Growers, H. F. Freeman 10
Recipes : Medical and Culinary, Arachel 7a . 6 '
Suggestions on Canning 7
Terracing Land, A. A. M 2
Why He Got No Honey.. D. P. Meacham .... 2'j

Departments on usual pages: Home Circle, 6;
Social Chat, 7 : General News, 12 ; State News.
13; Sunshine, 14; Young People 15; Markets, 16. .


